
Down to earth 
Wyn Maskell introduces himself as the new 
Diocesan Rural Affairs Adviser 

It is an honour and a pleasure to write this article as new 
Diocesan Rural Affairs Adviser.  Thanks to the Bishop and 
Archdeacon Eileen Davies for the invitation.  I have accepted 
with honour and gratitude and look forward to continuing 
the good work which has been already done by my 
predecessor. 

We are very fortunate in this diocese and across Wales to 
have a cross section of farmers who are breeding and 
producing produce of a high standard and who are working 
hard to supply our shops.  It is good to see the stock in our 

markets selling well at present and that farmers are getting the prices which are due to them 
for breeding stock. 

This year, many people have become aware - some for the first time - of the essential role 
that farms play in feeding the nation, whilst the scarcity of food we experienced in the early 
days of the Covid-19 lockdown reminded us how fragile the supply chain can be.  Many people 
not able to go out, many people cooking and baking more than in the past, and some growing 
fruit and vegetables at home for the first time.  This has all led to an increased awareness of 
the food we eat and from where it has come.  It was lovely to see more and more people 
buying locally because of the restrictions and continuing to do so.  Rural businesses have really 
risen to the challenge. 

We have seen and heard the fruits of community effort and especially the Young Farmers’ 
Clubs as they came together to reach out and help people in their communities.  Seeing the 
community appreciation takes us back to the time when community life was an important 
part of rural life. I am convinced we will want to re-start our community activities in our clubs 
and societies with renewed energy for personal welfare and to ensure that rural agricultural 
communities flourish. 

 


