
Shaping our future: Starting a new year of ministry training 

The penultimate week of July saw the new ministry candidates from St Davids 
join the new and existing candidates from across the province for an online 
summer school to kick off their training for licensed ministry. We can be 
reassured and celebrate that training continues in these uncertain times, says    
J-D Laurence, St Padarn’s Tutor for St Davids Diocese 

There are four NSM(L)s, one reader and three stipendiaries from our diocese starting training 
at St Padarn’s this year, and we have one full-time stipendiary already in training. Although 
this was not the immersive experience it would have been had we been able to go away 
together for a week, we nevertheless managed to build friendships, worship together, be 
equipped with key ministry skills, and be inspired by keynote speakers, all via Zoom! 

After morning worship, which alternated with prayer groups, 
we listened to three keynote speakers over the course of the 
week on the theme of spirituality: Fr Dominic McClean 
(Director of Ministry, Bangor Diocese), Rev Dr Trystan Owain 
Hughes (Vicar of Christ Church, Roath Park, and Tutor in 
Applied Theology at St Padarn’s), and Rt Revd Jill Duff (Bishop 
of Lancaster, pictured). They led us in exploring the Ignatian 
tradition and imaginative prayer exercises, finding hope and 
meaning in suffering, and finding a spirituality and prayer that 
nourishes us across several traditions. We had opportunities 
to “try out” various practices and then to report and discuss 
our experience with the group and the speakers. 

After a drop-in Zoom lunch, where anyone who wanted to could optionally chat with whoever 
else was logged in, the afternoon sessions were focused on ministry skills: candidates were 
placed in one of four “streams” to learn about Leading Worship and Preaching, Pastoral Care, 
Pioneer Ministry, or Children, Youth and Families. The week finished with mandatory 
safeguarding training for all new candidates, and we even managed an informal quiz night! 

We may still be in uncertain times as a country, and church may not look like what we think 
of as “normal”, but God is still at work. He is still calling people to serve him in his Kingdom, 
and these people are still being trained and equipped to play their part! What about you? 

You can e-mail me at jd.laurence@stpadarns.ac.uk or call 07552 385330. 


